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Sir: 

I, Nhon T. Vuong, depose and say as follows: 

1 . Jerome M. Gauthier and I are the joint inventors of the invention disclosed and 
claimed in the above-identified patent application. 

2. I understand that U.S. Patent No. 6,522,078 to Okamoto et al. (the '078 patent) 
having a filing date of August 25, 2000, has been cited by the Patent and Trademark 
Office to support rejections under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) of all the claims of the above- 
identified application. 

3. The invention disclosed and claimed in the above-identified application was made 
prior to August 25, 2000, the filing date of the '078 patent. Specifically, this invention 
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was made, completed and actually reduced to practice in the United States, prior to 
August 25, 2000, as evidenced by Exhibit A and Exhibit B. 

4. While all the dates on the attached Exhibits have been removed from the 
accompanying copy, all such dates are prior to August 25, 2000. 

5. Exhibit A is a date-redacted copy of a New Concept Disclosure and a copy of the 
drawings referred to in the New Concept Disclosure. Exhibit A reports on work or other 
activities performed in the United States by Jerome M. Gauthier and me and/or under our 
direction and control in connection with the invention as defined by claims 1-13. All the 
dates redacted from Exhibit A are prior to August 25, 2000. 

6. Exhibit B is a date-redacted copy of a New Concept Disclosure and a copy of the 
drawings referred to in the New Concept Disclosure. Exhibit B reports on work or other 
activities performed in the United States by Jerome M. Gauthier and me and/or under our 
direction and control in connection with the invention as defined by claims 14-21 . All 
the dates redacted from Exhibit B are prior to August 25, 2000. 

7. I hereby declare that all statements made herein of my own knowledge are true 
and that all statements made on information and belief are believed to be true; and further 
that these statements were made with the knowledge that willful false statements and the 
like so made are punishable by fine or imprisonment, or both, under Section 1001 of Title 
18 of the United States Code, and that such willful false statements may jeopardize the 
validity of the application or any patent issued therefrom. 





Nhon T. Vuong 
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